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4-5 Years Out From Retirement

Finance & Logistics Personal

Choose a tentative retirement date.

Research and interview a financial advisor.

Begin tracking your current lifestyle's budget.

Identify any outstanding debt.

Review your employer's benefits program.

Develop your list of Retirement Values.

Define what your retirement lifestyle will look
like for you.

Talk to your partner or spouse about your
retirement dreams.

2-3 Years Out From Retirement

Finance & Logistics Personal

Begin working with your financial advisor.

Create your retirement budget & income plan.

Consider living on your projected retirement
income as a trial run.

Consider your long-term health care needs and
options.

Meet with a Risk Management Liaison to
discuss your insurance needs.

Begin developing your Bucket List.

Start making your larger "retirement toy"
purchases.

Meet with an Estate Planning Attorney to
review your assets and ensure your Will is 
up-to-date.

The Ultimate 
Pre-Retirement Checklist

Call us today to schedule your Complimentary Retirement Consultation.
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The Ultimate 
Pre-Retirement Checklist

1 Year Out From Retirement

Finance & Logistics Personal
Confirm your retirement date with your
employer.

Meet with your employer's Benefits Manager
regarding your retirement and healthcare
benefits.

Read up on Medicare and adjust your doctors
as necessary.

Consider if it's the right time to apply for Social
Security benefits.

If you plan to move, meet with a realtor to
begin developing a real estate strategy.

Start the countdown!

Establish a personal email address and
calendar system.

Set up a Password Manager.

Keep control of your contacts.

Be thoughtful about your goodbyes.

Call us today to schedule your Complimentary Retirement Consultation.



Want a deeper
dive into the 

Pre-Retirement
Checklist?

Read on...
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The Ultimate 
Pre-Retirement Checklist

4-5 Years Out From Retirement

Finance & Logistics

Personal

Choose a tentative retirement date.

Research and interview a financial advisor.

Begin tracking your current lifestyle's budget.

Identify any outstanding debt.

Review your employer's benefits program.

Develop your list of Retirement Values.

Define what your retirement lifestyle will look like for you.

Talk to your partner or spouse about your retirement dreams.

Select a goal retirement date. You can adjust this once you begin making your concrete retirement plans, but it’s helpful to
have a date and associated deadlines in mind as you begin down the path towards retirement.

If you don’t already have a financial advisor, begin the research and interview process. It’s important to be comfortable with
the people with whom you’ll entrust your life savings. The sooner you’re able to partner with a planner, the better, so you can
use their proprietary, industry-specific tools and forecasts including Feasibility Studies and Retirement Calculators.

We recommend that you commit to tracking a full 12 months of your current expenses.  Equipped with this knowledge, you
will be in a better position to accurately answer the question of your income and needs when it comes time to start making a
comprehensive plan for your retirement, including your income streams. 

Take account of any open or outstanding debt that you or your spouse have and develop a plan to begin paying them down
as soon as possible.

In the years leading up to retirement, plan to take full advantage of your employer’s health and lifestyle benefits, making sure
you’re taking the maximum amount of days off or PTO that you can and that you’re using up things like your covered health
care benefits, such as dental checkups or even gym memberships. When you retire, all of these benefits will likely change so
make sure you leverage them while you have access to them.

What things are most important to you about the way you live?  How will they manifest themselves in your retirement days? 
 Are you set up financially to build a life around those values?  Getting clear on your values will help you make the most of
your retirement and the ways in which you’re spending your time. 

Taking your Retirement Values into consideration, start to plan for some of the big logistical questions you’ll need to decide
for your retirement: Where will you live?  Will you downsize your home?  Will you continue to work in some capacity?  Will
you be traveling, spending time with your grandchildren, or learning new skills? 

If you have a partner or spouse, discuss your hopes, dreams and expectations for retirement with them to ensure you’re on
the same page and can be working towards that goal in unison, particularly if they are also planning on retiring soon.
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The Ultimate 
Pre-Retirement Checklist

2-3 Years Out From Retirement

Finance & Logistics

Begin working with your financial advisor.
Once you’ve selected a financial advisor, begin to work with them in a comprehensive way on your Retirement Plan and
investment portfolio. Ensure your advisor has the capabilities to take tax strategies into consideration during your planning
process and/or be prepared to include a tax specialist or CPA into your planning.

Create your retirement budget & income plan.

Consider living on your projected retirement income as a trial run.

Consider your long-term health care needs and options.

Ensure your legacy is protected by meeting with an Estate Planning Attorney. Review the ownership title of all of your assets,
tax issues related to your estate, your power of attorney for health care, the potential need to establish a Trust and to prepare
or update your Will. If your Will is not up-to-date when you pass away, the assets you’ve worked so hard to accumulate (for
your entire life) could go to the wrong person or to the government.

Working with a financial advisor and relying on your current lifestyle’s budget as well as goals for retirement, develop your
unique retirement income plan.  This should include your expenses and income streams, as well as a way to account for both
expected and unexpected expenses that you may encounter over the next 30-40 years. 

You should have a good idea now as to what your expenses and retirement income will look like so if you’re able to, try living
your day-to-day life on your projected retirement income and budget to make sure it feels right. 

This includes taking stock of your current physical and mental health as well as considering how you will fund any long-term
care that you or your spouse may need as you age into retirement and beyond.

Meet with a Risk Management Liaison to discuss your insurance needs.

Meet with an Estate Planning Attorney to review your assets and ensure your Will is up-to-date.

Team up with a risk management liaison, such as an insurance broker or agent, to make a plan for how you will manage all of
your insurance needs, including your Disability, Life or Long-Term Care Insurance.

Personal
Begin developing your Bucket List.

Start making your larger "retirement toy" purchases.

A Bucket List is a list of things you’d like to do before you “kick the bucket.” Typically, this ends up being a list of goals and
dreams that people have always wanted to accomplish or experience in their lives. When finished, circle back with your
financial advisor to ensure your Retirement Income Plan will account for you being able to experience these things.

If you plan to purchase any big “toys” in retirement (e.g., a new car, boat, motorcycle or a home), it may be smart to begin
making these purchases while you still have a full-time job. We have found that even for folks who have planned to make
these purchases in retirement, there is a mentality that makes it harder to want to pull the trigger when your traditional
employer pay checks stop coming. So treat yourself now…and enjoy!
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1 Year Out From Retirement

Finance & Logistics
Confirm your retirement date with your employer.
Meet with your Human Resources or Benefits Team to be sure you understand the process for officially notifying your
employer about your anticipated retirement date and begin the paperwork needed to make that happen. 

Meet with your employer's Benefits Manager regarding your retirement and healthcare benefits.

Read up on Medicare and adjust your doctors as necessary.

Consider if it's the right time to apply for Social Security benefits.

Schedule a meeting with your employer’s benefits representative to discuss payout options and procedures for your
retirement plan distributions as well as next steps regarding Medicare or other employer-sponsored retiree health benefits. 

Be sure you’ve conducted your own research on Medicare and learn what it does and does not cover, note special enrollment
timeframes, and confirm that your network of doctors participate in Medicare (or start considering a switch). 

We recommend discussing this with your financial advisor to ensure it will support your retirement plan and strategy, but you
should note that it’s recommended to apply for Social Security at least 3 months prior to your first targeted date of payment.

Personal
Start the countdown!

Establish a personal email address and calendar system.

Get excited! Download a Countdown App on your phone to track the days until your retirement and use it as the motivation
you need to get through your final days at work.

Make sure you have a personal email address (with a calendar system) and begin moving all contacts, subscriptions, online
accounts and calendar appointments to this new email address (instead of your work account).

If you plan to move, meet with a realtor to begin developing a real estate strategy.
Are you planning on downsizing? Moving? Buying a second home? Don’t wait until you actually retire to plan for your living
situation in retirement. Start the process at least a year out so that you can account for any unexpected issues.

Set up a Password Manager.
Set up a password program, such as LastPass, to begin collecting all of your passwords from your work computer to be able
to use post-retirement when you no longer have access to your work equipment.

Keep control of your contacts.
Download, print or copy all of your personal and professional contacts from your work email account into your new personal
email account. Make sure you add your personal email address to your LinkedIn account as well so you don't get locked out.

Be thoughtful about your goodbyes.
Give yourself 2-3 months to properly say goodbye to your team and colleagues as well as those who helped you along in
your career from referral sources to clients to former colleagues and supervisors. Plan a farewell tour by planning lunches,
coffee dates, a few final business trips, etc. 
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At Green Financial Group, our goal is to help you and your family navigate to a better financial future. Period.  We
combine a meticulous methodology for your wealth management with a uniquely personal approach to your
financial life. 
 
Based in Houston, Texas, Green Financial Group has deep experience in the oil & gas industry which helps us
tailor our comprehensive wealth management services specifically to these professionals and executives. But no
matter your industry or background, our team is dedicated to helping grow and preserve the wealth you have
worked so hard for so you can focus on your most important asset – living your life to the fullest.

Green Financial Group does what other financial advisors may only talk about: real holistic planning and proactive
investing to help build and preserve the money you’ve worked so hard to earn.

And we do it with the personalized attention on you and your financial life that you truly deserve.
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Ready to talk retirement?
Give us a call. It's our favorite subject.

We want to learn more about YOU and your financial and retirement goals.  Take the first step
towards a better financial future today by scheduling your complimentary 20-minute

Retirement Consultation call with us.  We look forward to getting to know you.

clients@greenfinancialgrp.com

Schedule your COMPLIMENTARY
Retirement Consultation with us.


